
Wish you all a happy new year and a 
wonderful 2017!

Looking back on 2016, I’m delighted to 
note that over the last year we have made 
a difference to the lives of over 47,000 
children and over 38,000 adults from 
underprivileged communities through our 
vision screening programs. All those who 
needed spectacles were provided with 
them free of cost. In 2017, we would be 
averaging either a vision screening or a 
spectacle distribution on every working 
day of the week. We are also opening a 
walk-in vision screening facility at our 
Chennai office which will be open two 
days a week. 

We have worked with over 35 partners 
through various programs that have 
benefitted over 4,800  Optometry 
professionals and spread awareness 
about the importance of Optometry to 
millions of individuals among the general 
public in India. Through BHVI’s Global Our 
Children’s Vision program and 8 partners 
in India, we will be able to accelerate 
the vision screening programs for school 
children and aim to reach millions of  

underprivileged children over the next  4 
years. We are also delighted to initiate a 
comprehensive development program for 
six Optometry schools through support 
from BHVIF and OGS.

India Vision Institute also brought the 
sport of blind tennis to students who are 
blind and visually challenged for the first 
time ever in India. This follows the Yoga 
in the Dark program that was conducted 
a few months back. These activities have 
created awareness as well as provided 
experiences that a person with visual 
impairment would never have had before. 

These achievements would not have 
been possible without the support of 
Brien Holden Vision Institute Foundation, 
Optometry Giving Sight, ALCON, 
CooperVision, Australia-India Council 
(AIC), Australian Consulate General - 
Chennai, Australian Consulate General - 
Mumbai, Global Community Sports (GCS), 
Essilor Vision Foundation, Essilor India Pvt 
Ltd and the Rotary Club Madras East.

Our founders Dr G N Rao, LVPEI and the 
late Professor Brien Holden, BHVI had a 

great vision for the future of Optometry 
in India through IVI. We are privileged 
to make a difference everyday in this 
direction.

I would like to add that registrations for 
the World Congress of Optometry at 
Hyderabad, September 2017 are open 
and I look forward to seeing all of you at 
this unique event. 
                      - Vinod Daniel

On 26 November, for the first time ever in 
India, twenty students who are blind and 
visually challenged from ‘St Louis Institute 
for the Deaf and Blind’, Adyar, Chennai 
played a blind tennis match from 2 to 3 pm 
at their school. Nawabzada Mohammed 
Asif Ali, Dewan to the Prince of Arcot 
and popular film star Kushboo Sundar 
launched the event in the presence of 
Brother John Xavier, Headmaster & 
Correspondent and other attendees. 
The event was organised by India Vision 
Institute (IVI) in partnership with the 
Australia-India Council (AIC) and Global 
Community Sports (GCS), Australia. Rick 
Shrowder from GCS coached the students.

Almost identical to standard tennis, blind 
tennis is played on a smaller court with a 
modified ball that makes a rattling sound 
when it hits the court. More than one 
bounce is allowed before returning a volley 
in the game. An interesting feature of this 
sport is that both visually challenged and 
sighted participants can play against each 

other.  The game was a new experience for 
these children, which is something taken 
for granted by those with sight. Inclusion 
of the visually challenged in more 
mainstream activities and everyday life 
is something that must be brought to the 
attention of policy makers and decision 
makers and this event was an important 
step in that direction. IVI donated sports 
equipment to the school so the students 
can continue to enjoy the sport.

IVI acknowledges the support of Australia-
India Council (AIC) in funding the program 

IVI is a member of
(1) World Council of Optometry

(2) Asia Pacific Council of Optometry
(3) VISION 2020

(4) Indo Australian Association
(5) Indo Australian Chamber of Commerce

Message from the CEO 

IVI Brings ‘Blind Tennis’ to Chennai IVI is an initiative of
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The second workshop for the fourth batch (2016-17) of the 
Young Leaders Program (YLP) was conducted at Chennai on 26 
and 27 November. 

A panel of distinguished resource persons spoke at the 
workshop on a range of subjects including: Strategic leadership, 
Development and implementation of projects, Sparks that 
make a good visionary leader, Good practices in Public health: 
Experiences from the field, Effective communication and public 
diplomacy, Journey as an entrepreneur in the Optical world, 
Optometry accreditation in India, Optometry education and 
leadership in eye care. 

Speakers included – Mr Vinod Daniel, Mr Rick Shrowder, Mr 
Vivek Mendonsa, Dr Vijayaprasad Gopichandran, Mr Shekhar 
Nambiar, Mr Kunal Shah, Ms Lakshmi Shinde, Dr Anuja Singh and 
Mr Milind Jadhav.

The fourth batch comprises:
1. Anup Zimba - Operation Eyesight Universal, Siliguri
2. Niranjan Sharan - Lawrence & Mayo, Hyderabad
3. Nirav Mehta - Hari Jyot College of Optometry, Navsari
4. P. Hari Kumar - LV Prasad Eye Institute, Hyderabad
5. Phani Krishna Athreya - Amity Medical School, Gurgaon
6. Ramesh Shukla - Riti Eyecare Hospital, Rewari
7. Riswan Rasheed - Giridhar Eye Institute, Kochi

8. Sneha Aggarwal - R.P. Centre of Ophthalmic Sciences, AIIMS, 
New Delhi
9. Venkatesh L. - Shreya Eyecare Centre, Hyderabad
10. Sandhya Shekar - India Vision Institute

These young professionals will acquire leadership skills through 
firsthand experience by undertaking projects. IVI also actively 
engages with the YLP alumni through possible participation in 
various IVI initiatives. 

IVI acknowledges the support of ‘Brien Holden Vision Institute 
Foundation’ and ‘Optometry Giving Sight’ in funding the program

The seventh online seminar for Optometry professionals 
was conducted on 2 December, 2016. The one hour talk was 
delivered by Dr Premnandhini Satgunam, MS, PhD, Associate 
Optometrist – Research at LVPEI, Hyderabad. The topic of the 
session was “Accommodative spasm: A clinical spectrum from 
ugly to beautiful”

The seminar was attended by Optometry professionals including 
practitioners, educators and postgraduate students across 
the country. Dr Premnandhini discussed accommodative 
dysfunctions - types and its prevalence in India, as well as 
etiology and management strategies for accommodative spasm. 
She also presented few case specific examples which focused on 
the clinical spectrum from ugly to beautiful in patients diagnosed 
with accommodative spasm.

IVI acknowledges the support of ‘Brien Holden Vision Institute 
Foundation’ and ‘Optometry Giving Sight’ in funding the program

Professor Ian Jacobs, President and Vice Chancellor of the 
University of New South Wales (UNSW), along with Dr G N Rao, 
Chairman of LV Prasad Eye Institute (LVPEI) and Mrs Ayesha 
Rubina, Corporator from Ahmednagar, distributed free spectacles 
to 47 underprivileged school children at LVPEI, Hyderabad 
on 13 November 2016. A senior UNSW delegation was also 
present. This distribution followed a program that screened the 
vision of 434 underprivileged school children from schools and 
orphanages in Hyderabad including APMWS, Rainbow Homes, 
Falaknuma, Shree Education Society Rainbow Homes, Sultan 
Pura, APSA Rainbow Homes, Chudi Bazar, and Government Girls 
High School, Ahmednagar. This program was part of a larger 
initiative to screen the vision of 30,000 underprivileged school 
children with support from CooperVision.

IVI acknowledges the support of ‘CooperVision’ and 
‘Optometry Giving Sight’ in funding the program

Fourth Batch of Young Leaders Program – Second Workshop

Online Seminar: Accommodative Spasm President & Vice Chancellor of University of 
New South Wales Attends Spectacle Distribution
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IVI is pleased to announce the recipients of the IVI Student 
Research Grants for 2016-17: 
•  Avni H. Chosalya, Nagar School of Optometry, 
•  K. Eswar, School of Medical sciences, University of Hyderabad,
• Kushum Acharya, Dr. R.P Center for Ophthalmic Sciences 
(AIIMS),
• Kshema Puthran, Department of Optometry, School of Allied 
Health Sciences, Manipal University,
•  Mansi Mittal, Dr. R.P Center for Ophthalmic Sciences (AIIMS),

Through its vision screening initiatives 
IVI has screened 19,203 children and 
5158 adults from underprivileged 
communities across Chennai and Greater 
Chennai, so far. In order to cater to those 
who missed attending our previous 
screening programs and the numerous 
requests pouring in to arrange similar 
screenings for the underprivileged 
across Chennai, IVI is launching a 
walk-in screening facility at its office 
premises in Chennai on 1 February, 2017. 

This facility will supplement the existing 
vision screening initiative Eye See & 
I Work which provides spectacles to 
underprivileged adults so that they can 
work to their full potential and enjoy a 
better quality of life. It will screen any 
underprivileged  individuals walking into 
our premises every Tuesday and Friday 
from 14:30-16:30. Those diagnosed with 
refractive errors will be provided with a 
free pair of spectacles and those diagnosed 
with other ocular ailments will be referred 
to the Regional Institute of Ophthalmology- 
Government Ophthalmic Hospital, Egmore 
at Chennai for further management.

Donation towards ‘Eye See & I  Work’ 
campaign will be used  to provide free 

spectacles under this initiative 

IVI has launched an Optometry School Development (OSD) program to assist the 
progressing eye care delivery system and Optometry education in India. The program 
aims to lay a sustainable and excellent example for strategic institutional development. 

This year the program will focus on holistic development of 6 Optometry colleges from 
the west, north and east regions of India. The selected colleges will receive support and 
guidance to further develop in terms of infrastructure, human resources, monitoring 
and evaluation and partnership opportunities.

The selected 6 Optometry institutions are: 
1. Department of Optometry - Amity Medical School, Amity University, Gurgaon
2. Department of Optometry - Teerthanker Mahaveer University, Moradabad
3. Hari Jyot College of Optometry, Navsari
4. Shree Bharatimaiya College of Optometry, Surat
5. Bansara Institute of Ophthalmic Sciences, Shillong
6. NSHM Knowledge Campus, Kolkata

From the many initiatives planned for the selected schools, the first is EyeTeach: 
Education Design for Learning (EDL), a seven week blended course implemented in 
collaboration with BHVI Academy for the Educators.

Funding for the program was kindly provided by 
‘Brien Holden Vision Institute Foundation’ in association with ‘Optometry Giving Sight’

The second round of “Short Term Fellowship in Diabetic Retinopathy Management” 
commenced on 8 December. The second batch comprises Mr Md. Alamgir and Mr K. 
Bharath Kumar. These two participants were selected through a series of entrance tests. 
The first batch fellows – Ms Sudipa Sahu and Mr P Hari Kumar will be a part of the Diabetic 
Retinopathy community screening on 31 January 2017 and will complete their fellowship 
in February 2017. Also, to orient Optometry professionals and students to identify cases 
in Diabetic Retinopathy, the fellows will be a part of the OGS-ALCON Diabetic Retinopathy 
workshop. The workshop will be conducted on 24 February 2017 at Hyderabad.

The fellows will undergo 7 months of rigorous fellowship at L V Prasad Eye Institute, 
Hyderabad followed by a post-fellowship examination. 

Funding for the program was kindly provided by ‘Optometry Giving Sight’ 
in association with ‘ALCON Foundation’

•   Motiwala Ammara. A, Shree Bharatimaiya College of Optometry 
And Physiotherapy,
•  Swetha Dillibabu, Shri Prakash Institute of Optometry,

The awards were granted on a competitive basis from a pool of 
22 applications. The research grant aims to promote research in 
Optometry and eye care among students in India. The selected 
students will receive a grant of up to INR 6000 towards their 
project costs.

Student Research Grants 2016-17

Optometry School DevelopmentIVI Launches Walk-In 
Vision Screening Facility  

Short Term Fellowship in Diabetic Retinopathy Management  
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To DONATE ONLINE and for additional 
information, please visit 

www.indiavisioninstitute.org
All donations shall qualify for deductions u/s 80 G 

of the Income Tax Act 1961.



IVI screened a total of 6,171 
underprivileged school children in and 
around Chennai, Kanchipuram, Thiruvallur 
districts of Tamil Nadu and distributed 
417 spectacles in November, December 
2016 and January 2017. These vision 
screening programs were conducted at 
Government Higher Secondary School, 
Perumbakkam; Panchayat Union Primary 
School, Perumbakkam; GPCC Government 
Higher Secondary School, Sholavaram; 
Padma Adarsh Primary & Higher 
Secondary Schools, Vaniyamchavadi; 
TVR Avvai Primary & Girls Government 
Higher Secondary Schools, Besant 
Nagar; Government Higher Secondary 
School, Pownchur; De’Monte RC Primary 
School, Kovalam; Government Madrasa 
I Azam School, Anna Salai; Government 
Boys & Girls Higher Secondary Schools, 
Kelambakkam.

IVI screened 674 underprivileged school 
children in and around suburban locations 
of Hyderabad, Telangana State and 
provided 51 spectacles in November 2016. 
These vision screening programs were 
conducted at Red Cross Government Girls 
High School, Masab Tank; Government 
Girls High School, First Lancer; APMW 

Rainbow Home School, Falaknuma; APSA 
Rainbow Home, Chudi Bazaar and Shree 
Education Society, Sultanpura.

Apart from the above spectacle 
distributions, IVI screened 1,988 
underprivileged children in at St Peters 
Primary & Higher Secondary Schools, 
Royapuram, Chennai in November 2016 
and 322 free spectacles would be provided.

 
IVI acknowledges the support of 
‘CooperVision’ and ‘Optometry Giving 

Sight’ for funding this program.

IVI screened 220 underprivileged children 
at Thiruvalluvar Gurugulam Middle School, 
Saidapet and distributed 12 spectacles on 
11 Nov 2016.

IVI acknowledges the support of Rotary Club 
of Madras East for funding this program.

IVI screened 2,255 underprivileged 
children in and around Chennai, 
Kanchipuram districts of Tamil Nadu in 
the months of November and December 
2016. 206 children will be provided free 
spectacles in January 2017. These vision 
screening programs were conducted 
at Montfort Higher Secondary School, 

Alandur; Thanthai Periyar Government 
Higher Secondary School, Madipakkam; 
Government Adi Drawidar Welfare 
Primary and Higher Secondary Schools, 
Meenambakkam.

IVI screened 2,526 underprivileged school 
children in Nagari and Nindra Mandals, 
Chittoor district, Andhra Pradesh in 
December 2016 and 138 children would be 
provided with free spectacles. These vision 
screening programs were conducted at 13 
Mandal and Zilla Parishad Primary, Middle 
and High Schools in rural and suburban 
places of Nagari, Chittoor district, Andhra 
Pradesh.

IVI acknowledges the support of Australian 
Aid - Australian Consulate General,Chennai  

for funding this program.

IVI Optometrists Mr Padhmanaaban, 
Mr Chandra Shekher, Ms Sony Singh, Mr 
Revanth Kumar, Mr Abhishek Kalbarga, 
Ms Apoorva Chauhan, and Ms Sandhya 
Shekar along with IVI intern Mr Sivaraja 
R, conducted the school vision screening 
programs.

All school screening programs are part of 
the Global ‘Our Children’s Vision’ campaign

IVI screened 446 people from 
underprivileged communities in 
and around suburban Chennai and 
distributed 248 spectacles in December 
2016. These vision screenings were 
conducted at ACA Church, Trisulam; 
Sagaya Illam, Villivakkam; fisherman 
communities at Kottivakkamkuppam and 
Palavakkamkuppam.

IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor 
Vision Foundation in providing the 

spectacles.

IVI screened 326 people from 
underprivileged communities in rural 
parts of Nagari, Nindra Mandals, Chittoor 
district, Andhra Pradesh in December 

2016 and 251 of them would receive 
free spectacles. These vision screenings 
were conducted at Elakattur and 
Chavarambakkam villages, Nindra Mandal; 
APSRE Association Hall, Nagari.

IVI acknowledges the support of Australian 
Aid - Australian Consulate General,Chennai 

for funding this program.

Eye See & I Learn (November – December)

Eye See & I Work (November – December)

          Children    Community     Total 
No of Vision Screeing Programs        121                 37               158
       Individuals Screened                 47,102           38,114         85,216
     Spectacles Distributed       3,038             5,834           8,872

IVI Vision Screening Programs

:: 4 ::



Workshop on Ocular Prosthesis
Workshop on Diabetic Retinopathy

Low Vision Awareness Program
Young Optometry Researcher 

Rolling Trophy Symposium
Online Seminar for 

Optometry Professionals

1 Feb 2017, Amity University, Gurgaon
24 Feb 2017, Hyderabad

31 March, Hyderabad
27 Jan 2017, Chennai

23 Jan 2017

30 Jan 2017
18 Feb 2017

24 March 2017
NA

22 Jan 2017

1
2
3
4

5

Sl No                   Program                                         Date and Venue                       Reg. Deadline

“This is a noble initiative by IVI and Global Community Sports to 
empower blind and visually impaired children. I am happy that they 
have brought this initiative to India.” – Nawabzada Mohammed 
Asif Ali, Dewan to the Prince of Arcot, Blind Tennis in Chennai

“I recently had the opportunity to work with the wonderful staff 
at IVI in Chennai delivering a sports program in a local school. I not 
only learnt a lot from them and the way they assisted to organise 
the program but also had a lot of fun in the process! Just a fantastic 
organisation to partner with.” – Rick Shrowder, Coach and Co-
Founder, Global Community Sports (GCS), Blind Tennis in Chennai

“IVI is the only Organisation creating Young Leaders in Optometry 
& Ophthalmology.  My salute to you and your Team.” – Vivek 
Mendonsa, Marketing Director, Lawrence & Mayo

“I am glad IVI responded to our request to provide this program to 
other members of the community aside from the leprosy patients. 
Our community is isolated and this initiative provided a much 
needed eye exam and corrective spectacles to those in need.” 
–  Sister Patrose, Daily wage workers around leprosy colony, 
Sagaya Illam (Leprosy Patient Care Facility), greater Chennai

“We are happy and excited to be selected for the collaborative 
partnership “Optometry School Development. Thank you IVI. From 
the Bansara family we look forward in working hand in hand towards 
a holistic development and advancement of Optometry and Vision 
Science in this part of the country.” – Anton De Cruse Waanbah- 
Faculty, Bansara Institute of Ophthalmic Sciences, Shillong

“We are very happy to be a part of OSD (Optometry School 
Development) project. During our partnership we would be 
happy to take initiatives not only for our institute but for rest of 
Gujarat and Maharashtra also.  It would be our pleasure to work 
with you on this long run project.” – Nirav Mehta- In-charge, 
Hari Jyot College of Optometry, Navsari 

“This is my first experience of taking a class for a virtual audience. 
At first I had my doubts, but with the constant presence of 
IVI personnel to troubleshoot technical difficulties for some 
attendees, I had an uninterrupted class. The questions asked after 
the class also showed that the audience were interested and had 
paid attention. I was happy to reach out to more optometrists 
this way and participate in their & my learning process.” - Dr 
Premnandhini Satgunam, Associate Optometrist – Research, 
L V Prasad Eye Institute, Hyderabad (IVI Online Seminar for 
Optometry Professionals)

INDIA VISION INSTITUTE
Plot No 212, Palkalai Nagar, 7th Link Road, Palavakkam, Chennai - 600041, Tamil Nadu, India. +91 - 44 - 24515353

For enquiries write to ivi@indiavisioninstitute.org or to know more visit www.indiavisioninstitute.org
www.facebook.com/indiavisioninstitute             www.youtube.com/indiavisioninstitute              www.twitter.com/optometryindia

               What People Say About IVI 

IVI Upcoming Programs and Registration Deadlines 

Members of the Optometric profession and industry are welcome to contact our campaign partner  
Optometry Giving Sight. www.givingsight.org

Together, we must  
convince governments  
that eye care for school-
aged children is critical  
to education and health 
outcomes. 

join us

ourchildrensvision.org

Global SupportersFounding Partners

Vision 
for every child...everywhere

ourchildrensvision.org

Contact India Vision Institute
ivi@indiavisioninstitute.org 
www.indiavisioninstitute.org
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www.worldcongressofoptometry.org

Current Project Supporters

Watch our videos on 
www.youtube.com/indiavisioninstitute


